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History
Many pollinators are regarded as ‘pests’ due to predispositions and misconceptions about insects. However, all

pollinators serve a great purpose; they maintain the balance in nature by pollinating the reproductive parts of plants,
trees, and more. Without them, our environment would undergo a great shift, and a significant percentage of

biodiversity would be lost.

Over the years, pollinator populations have been on a steady decline for a number of reasons, mostly attributed to
human interference. They are losing their sources of food, their habitats, and often succumb to excessive pesticide and

insecticide usage.

Methods
Based on a research study conducted by Lemelin, Hutter, Whyte, and Root involving participants from the Saugeen First

Nation, it is apparent that pollinator populations have been on a gradual decline over the decades. Indigenous people
have admired certain traits about pollinators for a long time, and have even adapted their culture to honor and learn

from them. Aside from the lore and legends that praise pollinators like butterflies, indigenous people plant milkweed for
these insects in addition to repurposing it for things like medicine, food, and materials such as twine.

Threats Recovery Plan

Many forms of human interference account for the
decline in pollinator populations. One of the main

contributing factors is the lack of Milkweed available to
pollinators like the monarch butterfly. Milkweed is the
main food source for many pollinators, but for years, it

was regarded as nothing more than a weed, coming close
to being eradicated. In Ontario, Canada, it was included

in the Weed Control Act until 2014. Since then, it is
rapidly being replanted and replenished. Land

development is also a threat as it clears away the natural
habitat and food source of these insects. Man-made

pollution also accounts for habitat and population loss.
Lastly, excessive chemical pesticide usage contributes to
population decline, whether it is sprayed on the insects

directly, their habitat, or their food source.

Luckily, there are a few ways to boost pollinator
populations. The most important and necessary plan is
to educate the public on the role of pollinators, as well

as stress the importance of plants like milkweed.
There are many reasons for the dramatic population
loss over the years, but it ultimately comes down to a

lack of information available to the public, developers,
farmers, etc.

In addition, it would be extremely beneficial to
decrease the use of excessive chemicals.

Lastly, by replenishing their food sources and their
habitats, pollinators will flourish and restore the

environment.
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