
DESCRIPTION
Wildlife Biologists spend their time observing and
researching the habitats, behavior, and biology of
different animals. Oftentimes they will specialize in a
certain type of animal, or specific ecosystem or
geographical area. They may study animal characteristics
and interactions, or the evolution of animal species over
time. They also may track wildlife populations, or focus
on the impact of human interactions on wildlife
habitats.Their work can involve conservation projects,
conducting research studies, or the management of
wildlife. 

Wildlife biologists spend considerable time in the field
gathering data and observing animals. When they are
not in the field, they can be found in an office or a lab.
They may work for state or federal natural resource
agencies, or with an advanced degree they may work at a
college or university conducting research or as a
professor.  

ANIMAL CAREER PROFILES

TYPICAL
SALARY

EDUCATION
Typically, higher education is required to become a
wildlife biologist. A bachelor's degree in an area such as
general biology, wildlife biology, ecology, natural
resources, wildlife management, or zoology are good
options for an individual who is considering becoming a
wildlife biologist. A bachelor's degree is sufficient for an
entry level job, however, if a higher level position is
desired, a masters or Ph.D will most likely be needed.

Coursework may include wildlife conservation and
management, population dynamics, animal behavior,
genetics, zoology, ecology, anatomy and physiology,
biology, botany, chemistry, statistics, and wildlife or
environmental law. 

WILDLIFE BIOLOGIST

$30K-
$120K

SKILLS & QUALIFICATIONS

Problem Solving Skills - often
decisions regarding the manipulation of
populations of wildlife or their habitats
need to be made, which requires the
ability to have problem solving skills. 

Observational Skills - much time is
spent observing wildlife in their habitats
and experience in this area is important. 

Effective  Communication - Good
written and verbal communication skills
are essential in order to effectively
communicate and discuss research
studies to policymakers, the public, and
other stakeholders. 

Research  Experience- a large part of
this job requires research either in the
field or in a lab setting, therefore
experience collecting and analyzing data
is highly sought after.    

There is also a certification program through The Wildlife Society: Certified Wildlife Biologist (CWB).
Applicants must meet educational requirements and have at least five years of professional
experience. Once certified, the wildlife biologist must complete at least 80 hours of continuing
education every five years.

https://www.thebalancecareers.com/pre-veterinary-internships-125694
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/educational-requirements-for-employment-2059799

