
Besides climate change, there are many threats that can cause injury,
disease, and death to sea turtles. Sadly, most, if not all, of these
threats are directly linked to human activity and disturbance.  

 
  Coastal Development: Hotels, parking lots, and residential areas

along nesting beaches cause additional stress on females laying eggs
due to the high exposure to human activity. This infrastructure also
adds to the amount of light in the area. Sea turtle hatchlings rely on
the moon's light to guide them towards the sea once they leave the

nest.  The additional light sources can cause confusion and lead
hatchlings in the wrong direction, lowering their chances of survival.

 
Invasive Species: Though biodiversity is important in an ecosystem,

some species can cause harm to others by outcompeting and
dominating native species. Species that have invaded nesting

grounds, such as fire ants, domestic dogs, fox, and rats, can disturb
the eggs or hatchlings and threaten the next sea turtle generation.

 

Fishing and Boating: The fishing industry greatly influences
the sea turtle population. Sea Turtles are often found

entangled in fishing nets, or are found dead due to vessel
strikes. This threat also adds to the issue of pollution.

 
Pollution: This ongoing issue involving discarded materials,

wastewater discharge from boats, oil spills, runoff of
agricultural fertilizers, and plastics, threatens all forms of
marine life. For the sea turtle species, pollution degrades

their habitat, food sources, and interferes with their
functionality. For instance, a discarded plastic bag can be
easily mistaken for a jelly, a popular food choice for sea

turtles. By ingesting the bag, the turtle is subject to
malnutrition and other issues that can lead to death.

 
Cultural Cuisine: In some countries and cultures, sea turtles
are used for spiritual rituals or dishes. According to Oceana,
this includes the British Virgin Islands, Costa Rica, Indonesia,
and Japan. Even though these species are endangered, they

allow the hunting of sea turtles and the collection of sea
turtle eggs for cultural purposes.

 

"TURTLE-LY" AWESOME CAREER PATHS

In response to the continuous threats, many programs and organizations
have been established worldwide to help combat these issues. These
programs range from research to rehabilitation, and share a common

mission to help protect and conserve the sea turtle population.
Additionally, some programs incorporate education opportunities for

people who are interested in learning more about sea turtles.
 

Latin American Sea Turtles (LAST)  is a sea turtle conservation
organization located in Costa Rica. LAST and its international partners
work together on various projects to improve sea turtle conservation.

LAST has also implemented a voluntourism project to reduce disturbance
on nesting grounds and critical habitat.

 
The Turtle Hospital (Hidden Harbor Marine Environmental Project, Inc.)

is a non-profit organization functioning as a veterinary hospital with a
mission dedicated to sea turtle rehabilitation in Florida. The hospital lives

by their motto of “Rescue, Rehab, Release” and also partakes in select
projects that will assist in sea turtle research. In addition to their

rehabilitation work, they provide education through various community
events and visits to local schools.

SEA TURTLE RESCUE PROGRAMS

SEA TURTLE RESCUE

 
There are many ways you can help sea turtles and sea turtle conservation. Some
small things you can do every day are reducing your carbon footprint, limiting the

use of plastics, reducing the amount of waste you produce weekly, and
participating in coastal cleanups. You can also volunteer at your local sea turtle

rescue and learn more about sea turtles and wildlife conservation.  
 

If you are really passionate about sea turtles and are thinking about pursuing a
career involving them, there are a wide variety of career options you can choose

from. You do not have to be a scientist to work with sea turtles; job
opportunities range from finance and the arts, to education.

 
Career Option Examples: Aquatic Veterinarian, Marine Environment Economist,

Underwater Filmmaker (Scuba Diver), Marine Biologist, Marine Science Educator 
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