
DESCRIPTION
Entomologists study the classification, behavior, life
cycle, control, and population of insects and arthropods.
They also study the relationship between insects,
humans, and the environment. Due to the vital nature of
functions that insects perform, many entomologists may
make important contributions to science. Further, this
work may help restore disturbed ecosystems, clean
contaminated sites, or understand better how climate
change affects insect species. Most entomologists
specialize in a particular type of insect. Entomologists
use observational, experimental, chemical, and genetic
techniques to study the insects, their behaviors, and
their environments. 

Entomologists can work in a variety of applications and
industries including but not limited to agricultural,
forensic, veterinary, and medical entomologists. Many
work at universities or colleges, but others work at local,
state, or federal agricultural agencies. Others may work
for private businesses such as biotechnology firms,
laboratories, research groups, zoos, or museums.      

ANIMAL CAREER PROFILES

TYPICAL
SALARY

EDUCATION
Generally, a bachelor's degree in Entomology, or a
related biological field is the minimum education
requirement to begin a career as an entomologist.
Doctoral degrees are usually needed in order to work as
faculty in a university setting or as a researcher. Courses
of study will often include insect biology and physiology,
pest management, insect-borne diseases, insect
taxonomy and morphology, and veterinary entomology.
Additionally, The Entomological Society of America offers
two optional certifications; Associate Certified
Entomologist (ACE) credential for structural
entomologists, and the Board Certified Entomologist
(BCE) credential for entomologists in general.

ENTOMOLOGIST

$40K-
$99K

SKILLS & QUALIFICATIONS

Observation Skills - many
entomologists gather specimens to
observe, examine, and analyze either in
the field or in a lab setting so
observational skills are important.  

Critical Thinking - current research
must be reviewed regularly and the
information must often be applied in a
cross - disciplinary manner so critical
thinking skills are useful. 

Good Communication - is important in
order to convey relevant information to
the variety of stakeholders involved in
the entomologist's particular line of work
or industry. 

Research Experience - experiments,
data collection, and analysis are often a
large part of the work in this field.   


