
DESCRIPTION
The primary responsibility of Fish and Game Wardens is
to monitor lands and enforce laws related to the
protection of wildlife, fish, and their habitats. Some of
their duties include investigating crimes related to
wildlife, investigating poachers, and maintaining public
safety. They also investigate reports of damage to crops
or property by wildlife. They are also known as wildlife
officers, conservation officers, or gamekeepers. 

Individuals in these positions often have knowledge or
experience in applicable laws, public safety and security,
plant and animal biology, and customer service. They are
most often employed by state or federal wildlife
agencies. Fish and Game Wardens work extensively in
the outdoors in natural settings. They work in all types of
weather conditions including potentially dangerous
settings or situations. 

ANIMAL CAREER PROFILES

TYPICAL
SALARY

EDUCATION
Depending on the location, either two years or four years
of college education are required. In some states,
experience in wildlife or law enforcement may be
substituted for a four year degree. 

Before becoming an officer, individuals must go to a
training academy which lasts anywhere from three
months to a year. Courses may include fish, wildlife, and
natural resource management, physical training, first aid,
water rescue, boat operations, defensive tactics, use of
firearms, driver training, civil defense training, homeland
security, law enforcement and tactics, and administrative
policies and procedures. After coursework, a few weeks
of field training often follow. 

FISH AND GAME WARDEN

$40K-
$80K

SKILLS & QUALIFICATIONS

Communication and Interpersonal
Skills - this position often interfaces with
the public and is occasionally required to
appear in court. Communication and
interpersonal skills are crucial in this
role. 

Leadership Skills - there may be
dangerous or stressful situations and
the ability to take control and remain
calm is necessary. 

Physical Stamina - walking, hiking,
swimming, and running are often
involved. The individual must also be
capable of apprehending violators and
performing search and rescue missions. 

Strong Moral Character - as this is a
law enforcement position, maintaining
integrity with people, wildlife, and the
environment is important.    

https://www.thebalancecareers.com/wildlife-officer-career-profile-974836

