
One problem facing temperate forests is deforestation. 
 Ecosystems are cleared for agricultural purposes, human

settlement, and the timber industry. It is estimated only "1–
2% of the original temperate forest remains as never-

harvested remnants scattered around the globe.” 
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The types of animals who inhabit temperate forests are

A temperate forest is home to various flora and fauna that
are supported through the fertile soil and a fairly dense

canopy. Average temperatures range from -30° C to 30°C
(-86°F  to 86°F), earning the name "temperate" for its mild
climate. The most common trees in temperate forests are
deciduous (broadleaf) trees but there are conifers as well!

Two policies are working to help to protect and sustain these forests and their
inhabitants. The Wilderness Act of 1964 defined "wilderness", which helped to

prevent harmful economic development from depleting the forest integrity. Also
the Endangered Species Act (1973) has the following goals: “first to prevent
extinction of endangered plants and animals and, secondly, to recover these

populations by preventing threats to their survival.” 

There are a number of ways you as an individual can help protect
temperate forests. One way is by modifying your diet to Eat Less
Beef. Forests are cleared to plant food for cows. The less beef we
eat, the less forests are chopped down for their food. You can also

gather friends for Forest Cleanups. Pick up trash in or around 
 your local forest to keep them clean and safe for wildlife and to

help them continue to grow in the future!  
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