
A main issue is pollution. Trash, nutrient runoff, sewage spills, and
septic systems are a few ways humans put toxins into the

ecosystem. Another issue is ocean acidification. This is due to
human activity creating elevated levels of carbon dioxide in the

atmosphere. Finally, climate change is making it difficult for animals
to quickly adapt to the new temperatures and survive. 

LITTORAL ZONE

The aquatic plants that thrive in a littoral ecosystem include
algae, seagrass, and fungi. The animals that live in this zone

are mostly invertebrates that are well adapted to survive
the heat and predators. These animals include crabs,

snails, limpets, mud shrimp, mussels, sea stars, and small
fish.

A littoral ecosystem, also known as the littoral zone, is
located near lakes, ponds, seas, and rivers. It extends from

the shoreline to the part of the water where the light
reaches the sediment level. This, combined with plentiful

nutrients and dissolved oxygen, creates the perfect habitat
for many aquatic plants. 

Some policies that are working to mitigate the issues in this
ecosystem, are the Natural Resources and Environmental

Protection Act, the Marine Life Protection Act, the
Environmental Quality Act, and the Coastal Area

Management Act. 

There are many ways for everyone to help! You can participate in
the cleaning up trash on the coasts. This can be in groups or on
your own. You can minimize your water usage to reduce supply
and demand pressures on these ecosystems. Finally, you can

reduce, reuse, and recycle or try to avoid buying plastic altogether. 
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