
DESCRIPTION
A Wildlife Sanctuary Director is in charge of supervising
and managing all aspects related to wildlife conservation
in a designated territory. Many of these positions are
found within the government structure, although
privately-owned or non-profit conservation areas may
also offer opportunities for this type of management
profile.

The duties of a Wildlife Sanctuary Director may include
managing the interactions of animals, humans, and the
environment in the designated territory. Directors will
also develop and carry out animal population surveys to
determine optimal numbers for each species residing in
the territory. They will oversee and protect natural
resources of the area. Wildlife Sanctuary Directors will
work to safeguard and guarantee proper care for
endangered species residing in the territory. They will
ensure that the habitats provide for the needs of each
species. This position will also include the analysis and
observation of wildlife interactions within the territory in
order to detect any potential issues. They will also
supervise other staff members such as wildlife
technicians and biologists, as well as officers and
volunteers. 

ANIMAL CAREER PROFILES

TYPICAL
SALARY

EDUCATION
A typical education for a Wildlife Sanctuary Director will
include a four-year degree in wildlife biology, ecology,
zoology, animal science, or a closely related biological
field.

Coursework may include biology, wildlife ecology,
conservation, genetics, animal behavior, evolutionary
biology, and environmental and resource policy. Topics
in these programs may cover things such as diversity of
life, evolution, biology, wildlife management issues,
environmental policy, sustainability, and more. 

WILDLIFE SANCTUARY DIRECTOR

$35K-
$94K

SKILLS & QUALIFICATIONS

Ability to Handle Animals -
experience in animal care is an
important skill to have while managing
the sanctuary and the wildlife within it

Excellent Communication Skills - as
Director, excellent written and oral
communication skills are necessary in
order to manage and interact with the
various staff including wildlife
technicians, biologists, officers, and
volunteers

Knowledge of Animal Taxonomy - is
useful knowledge to have while working
as the Director of a Sanctuary as well as
specific species conservation knowledge

Hands-on experience in the field of
wildlife management - in the form of
internships or other entry level positions
(e.g. wildlife technician)


