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Monarch Butterfly Conservation in
Mexico

The monarch butterfly is a
large butterfly, easily
recognizable with its black and
orange wings and pattern of
white spots. It has been
identified as an iconic
pollinator and a charismatic
micro-fauna species.

Developing a code of conduct for
visitors,  creating better signage,
developing a forest ecosystem
restoration strategy, informing visitors,
implementing a guiding certification
process, integrating visitor management
frameworks and developing a regional
tourism strategy taking into account the
various needs and expectations of
visitors are just some of the ways to
conserve the population of Monarch
butterflies.

Monarch butterflies can be found
in Spain, Australia, Colombia,
Ecuador, Hawaii, and New
Zealand. This distribution is
mostly associated with their
spring and fall migration. Sierra
Chincua is the second most
visited sanctuary after El Rosario
in Mexico while Piedra Herrada
is another accessible site.

The number of visitors in the Monarch Butterfly Biosphere Reserve grew
from 25,000 per season (November to March) in the early 1990s to 250,000
in the 1998–1999 season.
 Statistics from the early twenty-first century indicate that 87,335 people
visited the colonies in 2002–2003, and 133,263 in 2005–2006.

 Monarch butterfly migration
represents one of the world's
greatest migrations by passing
over 3000 km across the North
American continent.

Most of the popular sanctuaries
in Mexico receive thousands of
tourists on the weekends
during peak season.
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Threats to this population are
mostly related to the reduction of

breeding habitat, the use of
herbicide in farming,

deforestation and degradation of
forest by illegal logging of

overwintering sites, changes in
the microclimate, the soil erosion
and mismanagement and unequal
distribution of the benefits from

this tourism. 
 

Protecting these animals and monitoring
their habitat is key!

Lemelin, R. H., & Jaramillo-López, P. F. (2020). Orange, black, and a little bit of white is the new shade of conservation: the role of tourism in Monarch Butterfly
Conservation in Mexico. Journal of Ecotourism, 19(4), 291-303.


