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THREATSDragonflies are seen
differently in various
countries and cultures
around the world. For
example, in Japan,
dragonflies are celebrated
with festivities and honored
in lore. However, in places
like America and Europe,
dragonflies are often shooed
away like pests. 

To address insufficient funding, one
solution is for places like
conservatories to charge entry fees
and encourage donations to go
toward dragonfly conservation 
 efforts. Another way to preserve
dragonflies is to eliminate negative
perceptions and misinformation. This
would mainly involve educating the
public.

There are many places all
over the world that host
dragonfly tourism. A few
examples are the Dragonfly
Awareness trails at National
Botanical Gardens in
Pietermaritzburg, South
Africa, the Taomi Ecological
Village in Taiwan, and the
Valley Nature Centre’s 6th
Annual Dragonfly Days in
Weslaco, Texas.

Dragonflies

Invertebrates make up almost 90% of Earth's fauna, and yet the importance
of organisms such as dragonflies is still overlooked! Dragonflies are both

predators and prey, holding a delicate balance in their ecosystem. They also
help us monitor the quality of a given area, as plentiful dragonflies indicates

that nearby water and vegetation are healthy enough to sustain a large
population.

Dragonflies are also a flagship
species, meaning they draw
attention to attractions such as
conservatories, gardens, festivals,
and more, significantly improving
tourism and generating income!

Dragonflies are often used as
bioindicators, meaning
dragonfly health is monitored
over a period of time to make
note of the overall health of the
ecosystem in a given area.
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Two main threats exist: lack of
funding, and perception. Lack of

research funds ties into the lack of
conservation for dragonflies.

Perception of dragonflies, as well
as insects in general, greatly varies
upon location. Countries like China

celebrate dragonflies, others do
not.

 

We must protect these insects so future
generations can enjoy them too!
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