
PERSONAL PROTECTIVE
EQUIPMENT'S HARMFUL

EFFECT ON THE
ENVIRONMENT

WHAT CAN I DO TO HELP
REDUCE THIS PROBLEM?
Although there isn't an optimal solution for the disposal
of PPE, there are better options. Becoming aware of
proper disposal methods, as well as using reusable PPE
are the most substantial ways of preserving the
environment and its ecosystem. Awareness of proper
disposal methods will lessen the negative impacts to the
environment and animals who call it home. 

WHAT IS PERSONAL
PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT?
Personal protective equipment, also known as PPE,
includes any medical equipment such as masks, gloves,
goggles, wipes and bodysuits. Over the past year these
items have become more established within the general
public. 

HOW MUCH PPE HAS BEEN USED
DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC?
With a drastic increase of PPE throughout the pandemic, WHO
made an approximation that "89 million medical mask, 76
million gloves and 1.6 million goggles were used to protect
against COVID-19 every single month" (Environmental Science
and Engineering Magazine). 

HOW HAS PPE BEEN DISPOSED
OF DURING THE PANDEMIC?
Billions of the PPE items manufactured during the
pandemic are not reusable or recyclable and therefore
end up in landfills. The correct way to dispose of PPE is
not always known or followed. As a result, a significant
amount of PPE has negatively impacted the environment.

WHAT IS HARMFUL IN PPE AND
HOW DOES THIS IMPACT THE
ENVIRONMENT?
Some harmful components within PPE include but are not
limited to plastic, metal and cloth. Improper disposal of
PPE introduces damaging chemicals into various
ecosystems and introduces the possibility of additional
health hazards to the human population.

HOW DO THE HARMFUL
COMPONENTS AFFECT THE
ENVIRONMENT?
Foreign and harmful chemicals are very damaging.
Plastics in the environment become microplastics and
eventually nanoplastics. These become established in
the food chain and pollute the ecosystem with their
toxicity. 

MAKE THE DECISION TO USE REUSABLE PRODUCTS TODAY!

https://fanimal.online/about/


