
Coral reefs are in fact endangered and face many
challenges including ocean-level sea warming, acidification,
bleaching, and invasive species. It is important to protect

reefs as they serve and provide for many other organisms.

CORAL REEFS

Literally teeming with life, coral reefs offer a home to many.
Fish, corals, lobsters, clams, seahorses, sponges, and sea
turtles are only a few of the thousands of creatures that

rely on reefs for their survival. Goby fish, sturgeon, crown-
of-thorns seastar, and clownfish are some examples.

Corals are ancient creatures with fossil records extending
back 400 million years ago. Coral reefs are colonies. While
many coral make up a reef, not all corals live as part of a

colony. Reefs form when colonizing coral excrete a skeleton
of calcium carbonate in a process called calcification.

Some critical policies that affect the health of coral reefs are the Clean Water
Act (CWA), the Endangered Species Act (ESA), and the National Marine

Sanctuary Act (NMSA).  More directly, the Coral Reef Conservation Act of
2000 was created to protect, support, and rehabilitate coral reefs through

informed and sustainable management practices, the development of scientific
research on the health of the reefs, and the support and funding of coral reef

conservation organizations.

Daily lifestyle choices like reducing your plastic use, avoiding fast fashion,
and reducing your energy consumption all help to protect the reefs. 

 Volunteering for beach cleanups and donating to organizations who work
to protect the coral reefs are also great actions you can take. Also, if

you're going snorkeling or diving in an area with coral reefs, be
responsible and don’t do anything to harm them.
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