


Ocean Devotion: Pollution Sculptures & Their Impact

Covering 70% of Earth’s surface, we often take oceans for granted. We

assume that if they were there yesterday, they will be there tomorrow, but it is
this way of thinking that has put our oceans in critical condition. Currently,
eight million metric tons (17.6 billion pounds) of trash reside in the ocean; that
is the weight equivalent to 57,000 blue whales. For reference and irony, there
are only 25,000 blue whales left in the world. 80% of all plastic pollution comes
from just 20 countries, one being the United States. At this rate of pollution, it
is projected that by the year 2050 there will be more plastic in the ocean than
fish.

With this grave reality in our future, organizations and independent artists
have started a brand-new type of art that incorporates real plastic waste which
was pulled from the ocean. The waste is sculpted into marine animals and their
habitats to raise awareness of what is at stake.

BRISTOL WHALES:

Created by Sue Lipscombe, this larger than life sculpture displays whales made
out of locally grown willow, while the sea is made up of individual plastic
bottles. The bottles were collected from the Bristol 10k and the Half Bath
Marathon, and the sculpture saved 130,000 bottles from entering the pollution
cycle. The sculpture provides commentary on the amount of plastic that is
currently suffocating the oceans and the creatures that depend on clean water.



Washed Ashore Organization: Art to Save the Sea:

The Washed Ashore Organization, a non-profit that consists of multiple
traveling exhibitions, centers on preserving marine life against anthropogenic
activities. All of the exhibits are constructed entirely out of plastic and other
debris that was found in the ocean.  “Octavia the Octopus” (left) was created by
molding disposable lighters, plastic chairs, bottlecaps, dog leashes, beach toys,
coolers, goose decoys, and buoys. “Herman the Sea Turtle” (right) was built
completely out of water bottles, boots and shoe soles, shotgun shells, artificial
flowers, detergent bottles, shovels, and plastic lighters. In addition to these
sculptures that have used waste from the ocean, every exhibit comes with its
own information on how to preserve marine life and how to change daily habits
that are harmful to our oceans.

Strawpocalypse: The Parting of the Plastic Sea

Created by Benjamin Von Wong, and done in partnership with the
Organization Zero Waste Saigon and Starbucks Vietnam, this sculpture stands
11 feet tall and is comprised of 168,000 recycled straws. In order to create the
installation, over 500 volunteers were recruited to help collect, wash, and sort
the straws. The installation is interactive; people are encouraged to walk under
the waves and take their own pictures with their own interpretations of the
piece.



Dead Whale:

Created by Greenpeace Philippines, this 50-foot long whale replica is
composed entirely out of plastic waste. The sculpture was inspired by a
juvenile sperm whale that reportedly died by ingesting waste including plastic,
a fish net and hook, as well as steel wire and rope. While the sculpture itself is
graphic, it serves its purpose of creating a conversation about pollution.



At the surface, these sculptures are eye-catching and unique, but their effects

on conservation go much deeper. In addition to pulling plastic out of the
environment, these special sculptures also operate on a mental platform as
well. Conservation has not always been a popular conversation topic among
some people, but these sculptures are forcing people to look at the problem in
a different light. For some, it may be hard to connect with data; an
overwhelming amount of statistics can actually lead people to feel a sense of
inertia, or “statistical numbing.” Art presents the issue in another light. These
sculptures are bringing people face to face with the problem by showing them
just a small portion of the issue. These sculptures help to visualize a problem
that most people do not see every day. These sculptures and exhibits are
making people have conversations about conservation and animal advocacy
that they may have not had before. These exhibits are also being used to
promote beach clean-ups and donations for conservation groups that will
extend the sculptures’ effects.

In 2015, there were 228,450 species of animals known to live in the ocean.
There are possibly 2 million more species that are unknown that call this blue,
vast, and diverse environment home. The Ocean is a wonderfully mysterious
habitat, and it is unfair that plastic waste is projected to dominate the seas.
Marine life deserves a fighting chance, and it is up to humans to change their
ways so the ocean is guaranteed to see tomorrow.

Ways YOU can get involved in the fight
against single-use plastics:

1) EDUCATE: It’s important to know as much about pollution as you

can! Educating yourself can help you better understand how to tackle
this issue in your daily life.

2) ALTERNATIVES: Now that you fully understand the problem

and the consequences of single-use plastics, it is important to explore
alternatives. For example, bring your own reusable bags to the grocery
store, use metal straws instead of plastic ones, and use reusable water
bottles!

3) ACCOUNTABILITY:  Hold companies (whether it be local or

global companies) accountable! Start petitions and raise awareness so
these companies will ditch single use plastics! #BreakFreeFromPlastic
has an extensive library of toolkits to get you started.

4) OUTREACH: With your knowledge about waste, educate others

around you! Whether it be organizing a beach cleanup or just spreading
the word through friends, there is power in numbers!

https://fanimal.online/microplastics-and-their-effect-on-aquatic-animals/
https://www.breakfreefromplastic.org/custom-posts/page/2/?bffp_post_type=toolkits&bffp_post_title=toolkits&bffp_post_link=button_link#038;bffp_post_title=toolkits&bffp_post_link=button_link


Sources: BBC, Business Insider, Conservation International, EcoWatch, McEwan &
Nabulime (2020), Plastic Pollution Coalition, Saigoneer, and Washed Ashore
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