
DESCRIPTION
It is a marine mammal stranding responder’s objective to
act on emergency responses to sick, injured, distressed,
or deceased marine mammals such as seals, sea lions,
dolphins, porpoises, and whales. It is common for
marine mammal health and stranding response
programs to be attached to some sort of animal hospital,
aquarium, or research center. These programs will focus
on stranding and entanglement networks, unusual
mortality event responses, and biosurveillance and basic
health research. Duties of a responder include answering
calls from the public regarding stranded turtles or
marine mammals, beach and on-water response to
injured or deceased animals, medical assessments and
transitioning animals into rehabilitation, and post-
mortem examination of deceased animals for the
collection of data. 

ANIMAL CAREER PROFILES

TYPICAL
SALARY

EDUCATION
While having a college degree is typically desirable, some
professionals in the marine mammal field began their
career by working and volunteering for zoos, aquariums,
or other animal-related sanctuaries and hospitals. If you
decide to go to college, a degree in biological sciences or
husbandry could provide a solid foundation for your next
career steps. 

For anyone who is hoping to work directly with animals,
recommended undergraduate courses include ecology,
zoology, physiology, animal behavior, anatomy,
psychology, and statistics, among others. It is also crucial
to complete specific training programs in order to
understand how marine mammal responding works.
Completing the Marine Mammal Behavior, Care and
Training (MMBCT) allows students to acquire the
knowledge and hands-on skills and experience to best
assess marine mammal behavior. This will prepare
future responders by providing the appropriate plan of
action and the best care for stranded marine mammals. 

MARINE MAMMAL STRANDING RESPONDER 

$36K-
$86K

SKILLS & QUALIFICATIONS

Communication: it is typical for there
to be more than one responder on a
stranding scene, meaning effective
communication is key 

Functioning under pressure: being in
charge of the fate of another animal can
come along with some pressure, but
with the correct training, a responder will
be prepared

Research and data collection: it is
crucial to collect data to understand why
marine mammals are becoming
stranded 

Familiarity with marine wildlife: a
responder must be able to correctly
identify any animals they may come
across on the job


