
DESCRIPTION
The goal of a wildlife rehabilitator is to show treatment
and care to sick, injured, or orphaned wild animals in
hopes to release healed animals back to their natural
habitats. A rehabilitator will work with a variety of
species depending on their location. Before being
released, the animals must be able to function as they
normally would in the wild. In order to make this happen,
wildlife rehabilitators must consult with veterinarians
and other specialists to combine aspects of animal
husbandry, animal behavior, and biology to make sure
the correct treatment is provided. 

One of the great aspects of wildlife rehabilitation is not
only the ability to create a healing space for wildlife, but
the opportunity it provides for public education about
how to create better environments for suffering animals.
This education will lead to a better future for animals
who are continuously impacted by humans.  

ANIMAL CAREER PROFILES

TYPICAL
SALARY

EDUCATION
To become a wildlife rehabilitator, the National Wildlife
Rehabilitators Association recommends a bachelor's
degree in biology ,ecology, or animal sciences.
Coursework in these fields of study would include
mammalogy, animal behavior, and other animal/
environment-related subjects. These educational
qualifications would provide knowledge on animal care,
an idea of wildlife in relation to humans and the
environment, and give you a step up in a competitive
field. or those with and without college education,
wildlife rehabilitators must have proper certification. The
Certified Wildlife Rehabilitator certification is offered by
the International Wildlife Rehabilitation Council.

WILDLIFE REHABILITATOR

$20K-
$40K

SKILLS & QUALIFICATIONS

Wound Management and Fluid
Administration - must be
knowledgeable on managing injuries and
providing necessary medication/ fluids to
animals in need of care  

Knowledge of Nutritional Needs -
animal nutrition is a key component of
healing, so nutritional needs for various
species must be known

Humane Restraint and Capture
Techniques - oftentimes injured or sick
wild animals will resist help at first and
special techniques are needed to ensure
the safety of the rehabilitator and the
animal

Patience - it is often a long road to
recovery for many animals, so sticking to
a recovery plan and not giving up is very
necessary to be a successful wildlife
rehabilitator  

To become qualified, applicants must pass an exam and renew their certification every two years. For
rehabilitators who choose to specialize in a specific animal, it is extremely important to take extra
courses and find hands-on experiences with those animals to gain as much knowledge as possible. 


