
DESCRIPTION
Wildlife conservationists focus on the protection of
wildlife while also protecting and managing various
environments to ensure they are safe for the native
species that thrive there. They provide a safe
environment through fieldwork, laboratory research,
consulting, policy advocacy, and more. Some areas of
study may include soil and water contamination,
biodiversity, public education. and wildfire protection.
While these are just a few examples, conservation efforts
are needed for the majority of habitats, so areas of focus
can vary widely. 

Based on their analyses of the studied environments,
wildlife conservationists will write reports for their fellow
researchers as well as policymakers, landowners,
industry leaders, and the general public as a form of
education. After presenting their research,
conservationists may consult with the parties involved
and the general public about options regarding matters
of wildlife management, forming plans to rebuild or
protect required habitats and species to ensure their
health and wellbeing. 

ANIMAL CAREER PROFILES

TYPICAL
SALARY

EDUCATION
For an entry-level career in wildlife conservation, a
bachelor's degree is typically required either in wildlife or
animal sciences or a related field. Possible
undergraduate programs could include wildlife biology,
natural resources, environmental sciences, wildlife
ecology, conservation, or one of many other wildlife
related majors. Courses in these programs will cover
topics like diversity of life, evolution, biology, wildlife
management issues, environmental policy, sustainability,
and more. Considering a master's degree program could
be beneficial to those who wish to pursue more
advanced positions in wildlife conservation. 

WILDLIFE CONSERVATIONIST

$55K-
$70K

SKILLS & QUALIFICATIONS

Computer Photography Software - it
is not uncommon for applications such
as Photoshop and Lightroom to be used
in this profession

Artistic and Creative - must have an
eye for capturing interesting and
enchanting images 

Wildlife Knowledge - for your own
safety and the safety of wildlife, you must
be knowledgeable about the animals you
are photographing 

Outdoor Survival Skills - depending
on the location of the shoot, a wildlife
photographer may be stuck in one place
for long periods of time, so knowing how
to thrive in those environments is key

Participating in research while attending university could also enhance a future conservationists
educational experience. This will give the student an idea of what research in the field is like and
prepare them for research they may conduct once they enter the conservationist world.


