
DESCRIPTION
Put simply, zoonotic diseases are the viral, bacterial,
parasitical, or fungal diseases that spread from animals
to humans. It has been calculated that about 60% of
known infectious diseases in people can be spread from
animals. These infections have the ability to cause
serious health issues such as flu-like and gastrointestinal
symptoms. 

Researchers of zoonotic diseases can end up in a variety
of different positions depending on their interests. Some
of these might include (but are not limited to): a research
assistant in a factory monitoring quality control of animal
products, a member of a veterinary clinic, or a member
of a pharmaceutical laboratory that produces drugs to
fight zoonotic diseases. Many of these jobs will allow the
researcher to prevent the spread of zoonotic disease.  In
order to thrive in these jobs, it is of high importance that
a researcher has basic knowledge of biology,
epidemiology, immunology, and microbiology.
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The next step in education is obtaining a PhD in relevant studies, which will elevate the qualification
status of a candidate and up the chances of landing a research position, especially if you wish to
conduct your own research. Doctoral courses will give the student the opportunity to take part in
extensive research to further their understandings of infections, viruses, and diseases so that
solutions can be created to protect people from the spread of these dangerous illnesses. 

EDUCATION
An in-depth understanding of the topics mentioned
above can be obtained by completing a bachelor's
degree studying infectious disease epidemiology. This
four year degree program would include courses that
involve studying the microscopic aspects of biology and
immunology. After completing a bachelor's degree, it
may be wise to begin a master's program that focuses
specifically on infectious diseases, giving the student an
opportunity to dive deeper into the field of
epidemiology. Baylor University in Texas and the UNC
Gillings School of Public Health in North Carolina provide
two of the top infectious disease graduate programs. 

SKILLS & QUALIFICATIONS

Science Writing - in order for research
to be effectively communicated to other
researchers and the public, researchers
of zoonotic diseases must be skilled in
taking field notes and writing scientific
reports  

Creation of Health Plans - researchers
and epidemiologists must work together
to create a plan of action for potential
health crises

Risk Assessment - be able to conduct
infection control risk assessments for
new prevention projects 

Project Management - depending on a
researchers position, they may be in
charge of creating and implementing
new research projects that require
organization and the analysis and
interpretation of data


