
DESCRIPTION
A conservation biologist researches ecosystems and
animal life to understand the impacts of humans on the
natural environment. They identify and define key
problems through intensive studies and research and
use this knowledge to present ideas, write proposals,
and design environmental protection plans to minimize
the negative human impact on nature and wildlife. The
unique thing about being a conservation biologist is that
you are commonly able to choose the animal or
environment you would like to research and conserve.  

Working as a conservation biologist can involve working
in many different settings including labs, offices, or in
nature. There are several career paths for conservation
biologists: academia, governmental departments, or the
private research sector. In each of these options,
common tasks include planning and conducting surveys,
conducting research projects, analyzing results,
communicating research findings, coordinating with
fellow biologists, and writing grant proposals to further
research. 

CONSERVATION BIOLOGIST
ANIMAL CAREER PROFILES

TYPICAL
SALARY

$35K-
$75K

EDUCATION
The majority of conservation biologist jobs require a
bachelor's degree in biology or a related science. For
biologists who hope to pursue an academic career, an
advanced degree like a master's or Ph.D. in biology is
required. These academic positions can allow one to
conduct their own research and have a good chance at
receiving grant money to support their studies. Schools
like the University of Arizona, South Dakota State
University, and many more offer graduate-level
programs specifically in conservation biology. 

SKILLS & QUALIFICATIONS

Grant Proposal Writing - in order to
fund research, grant money is often
needed, so a conservation biologist must
know how to effectively write these
proposals

Scientific Communication - it is crucial
to keep in contact with fellow ecological
experts in order to stay up to date in
your research 

Computer Software Program
Knowledge - in many biology 
jobs, programs such as R, Python, and
GIS are used for research 

Persistence - it can be difficult to fight
for environments that are slowly dying
due to human action, but being able to
commit to your passion and goals is key

Some courses you can expect to take include fundamentals of ecology, genetics, animal behavior,
evolutionary biology, and environmental and resource policy. Being driven by your passion to make
positive changes to the future of our environment and wildlife will allow you to excel in this area of
study and these courses.  


