
DESCRIPTION
An animal attorney’s objectives are to provide legal
advice, assistance, and representation on a wide range of
issues that arise within the human-animal interface. They
are involved with legal cases and disputes involving
animals in manners such as, cruelty, wrongful death,
contaminated pet food products, veterinary practices
resulting in injury or death, pet custody, and other
animal-related legal concerns. 

Their clients typically include animal rights organizations,
veterinarians, pet owners, or anyone in a legal dispute
that involves animals. Responsibilities include, but are
not limited to: conducting research, analyzing relevant
legal questions, staying informed and up to date on
current animal rights issues, understanding and
explaining laws, advising clients, and preparing and filing
legal documents.
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Day one is spent completing the Multi-state Bar Examination, while day two focuses on written
examinations covering various legal matters. In addition to the bar examination, the state board of
bar examiners also considers the candidate’s educational background, competence, character, and
ability to represent others in legal matters prior to offering full legal licensure.

EDUCATION
While any undergraduate student can attend law school,
common majors for pre law students include political
science, English, philosophy, business, economics, and 
journalism. In addition to an undergraduate degree, applicants
must complete the Law School Admission Test (LSAT).
Additionally, other factors that may be valuable include
community service, organizational affiliations, and letters of
recommendation. 

Once accepted into an American Bar Association (ABA)-accredited
law school, students will spend approximately three years earning
a Juris Doctor (JD).  After completion of the JD, the next step is to
take the bar exam. Although each state sets its own testing
guidelines, the bar exam is commonly a two-day process.

SKILLS & QUALIFICATIONS

Research - it is an attorney’s
responsibility to perform extensive
research, such as finding information on
previous rulings, in order to best support
their clients’ case

Analytical - attorneys are faced with a
wide array of unique cases, so they must
be able to adapt and analyze each new
situation

Sociability -  a large part of being an
attorney involves dealing with the public,
whether it be clients, negotiating with
other attorneys, or making arguments
before judges and juries

Empathy - as an animal rights attorney,
there must be care and concern for the
well-being of animals in society.


